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SUB J : AUSTRALIAN WHEAT COMMITMENT TO IRAN 

REF: CANBERRA 1493 

1. AUSTRALIAN AGRICULTURE MINISTER WRIEDT UPON RETURN FROM MIDDLE 
EAST TRADE MISSION INDICATED DURING PRESS INTERVIEW THAT HE HAD 
OPPORTUNITY TO SPEAK BRIEFLY BY TELEPHONE TO AUSTRALIAN WHEAT 
BOARD CHAIRMAN CASS, WHO WAS ALSO IN MIDDLE EAST WITH AWB 
DELEGATION. MINISTER WRIEDT CLEARLY STATED CASS TOLD HIM THAT A 
THREE- YEAR WHEAT SUPPLY AGREEMENT HAD BEEN NEGOTIATED WITH IRAN, 
BUT FAILED TO GO INTO FURTHER DETAIL. 

2. BOTH AUSTRALIAN WHEAT BOARD AND AUSTRALIAN DEPARTMENT OF 
AGRICULTURE OFFICIALS HAVE BEEN UNABLE TO CONFIRM NEGOTIATION OF 
AGREEMENT. HOWEVER, ALTHOUGH AWB STRONGLY DENIED THAT ANY 
AGREEMENT HAD BEEN ENTERED INTO, SPOKESMAN ADMITTED THAT THE AWB 
DELEGATION AND GOI AGREED ON A MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING, 
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AUSTRALIA COULD SUPPLY. AWB APPEARED PURPOSELY VAGUE ON THE MATTER 
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AND STRESSED THAT EVEN IF MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 
INCLUDED QUANTITATIVE PROVISIONS THIS WOULD BE SUBJECT TO 
BOARD APPROVAL. SPOKESMAN INDICATED HE DOUBTED ANY QUANTITATIVE 
COMMITMENT WAS MADE. 
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